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yet for five years this man was the omnipotent leader of the Roman mob He could defy justice, insult the consuls, beat the tribunes, parade the streets "With a gang of armed slaves, killing persons disagreeable to him ; and in the Senate itself he had his high friends and connections who threw a shield over him when his audacity had gone beyond endurance We know Clodius only from Cicero, and a picture of him from a second hand might have made his position more intelligible, if not more reputable. Even in Rome it is scarcely credible that the Clodius of Cicero could have played such a part, or that the death of such a man should have been regarded as a national calamity Cicero says that Clodius revived Catiline's faction s but what was Catiline's faction ? or how came Catiline to have a faction which survived him ?
Be this as it may, Clodius had banished Cicero, and had driven him away over the seas to Greece, there, for sixteen months, to weary Heaven and his friends with his lamentations Cicero had refused Caesar's offered fnendship, Caesar had not cared to leave so powerful a person free to support the intended attacks on his legislation, and had permitted, perhaps had encouraged, the prosecution Cicero out of the way, the second person whose presence in Rome Caesar thought might be inconvenient, Marcus Cato, had been got nd of by a process still more ingenious. The aristocracy pretended that the acts of Caesar's consulship had been invalid through disregard of the interdictions of Bibulus, and one of those acts had been the reduction of Clodius to the order of plebeians If none of them were valid, Clodms was not legally tribune, and no commission which Clodius might confer through the people would have validity.